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Prospectus

Bossingham Pre-School’s Aim
We aim to provide a happy, healthy stimulating environment in which children play, learn and grow in the most natural of ways. We believe that providing a warm, friendly atmosphere where children can feel safe and happy is the best environment to encourage and support physical, social, emotional and intellectual development of every child
About us

Bossingham pre-school has been in operation since 1985. We are in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty between the villages of Bossingham and Stelling Minnis, a few miles south of Canterbury. Our pre-school is in a purpose-built premise within the grounds of Stelling Minnis Primary School and is wheel chair accessible.  Our setting comprises an indoor space and a fantastic all-weather outdoor area which are organized in a way to allow children to have access to messy and sensory play, role play and a free choice of activities.

We have a significant catchment area and act as a feeder for several local primary schools. Whilst we have strong links with Stelling Minnis Primary School we do operate totally independently and our children move on to a number of different local schools in the area.
We are open to children aged 2–5 years and we are part of the Kent Early Years Funding Scheme which provides government funded childcare places for all three and four year olds. We are also registered to provide ‘Free For 2’ funding for eligible two year olds. We provide all year-round care from 8am to 6pm, with the use of our holiday club and offer flexible sessions.  Funded sessions run from 9am to 3pm, term time only.
The pre-school runs a Breakfast Club from 8am and an After-School Club until 6pm. We hold a holiday club outside of term hours, catering for children between 2 and 8 years old.
We follow the curriculum guidance set out by The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework. Activities are carefully planned each day to reflect these objectives and give the children opportunities for learning. We encourage learning to be child-initiated and follow individual interests and learning styles.

We are a registered charity and a member of the Pre-School Learning Alliance. We are also OFSTED registered. 

Our Environment
Children at the pre-school have the choice of playing outside for the majority of the day and have plenty of opportunities to enjoy the fresh air, explore our nature area and spot wild life in the adjoining playing fields and trees. A covered decking area creates our ‘extended classroom’ where the children can play on bikes, explore the sand pit and water the garden area’s plants. We also have a large all weather surface play area with outdoor toys, a pirate ship, climbing frame and gazebo.
Our indoor area is divided into well resourced zones. Within these zones we offer a wide range of activities some of which include mark making, building, technology and role play.  Our quiet room has soft furnishings making it the perfect retreat for a quiet story or a nap. The toilets are low level, as are the basins and we have a nappy changing area. 

Our Staff

We have an experienced and dedicated staff team who are enthusiastic and committed to the pre-school and the children. They work hard to develop strong relationships with the children and families and ensure that their time at pre-school is enjoyable and enriching.
The staff access a number of professional development opportunities throughout the year and keep up to date on areas such as Child Protection, First Aid, Special Education Needs and Inclusion as well as the Early Years curriculum.

Anita – Manager
Anita started at Bossingham pre-school in March 2021, when the former Snowflakes Day Nursery went into liquidation.  Anita has achieved a Level 5 Diploma of Higher Education in Early Childhood and has almost completed her BA in Early Childhood. Anita has attended a number of courses including, Advanced Special Educational Needs, Autism Awareness, Child Protection, Paediatric First Aid, as well as many others.
Clare – Deputy Manager
Clare started at Bossingham pre-school in 2000 and has a Level 3 Diploma in Pre-School Practice. Clare has attended courses such as Safeguarding Children, First Aid, Health and Safety in the work place and Special Educational Needs; she is responsible for the Health and Safety of the setting.
Sue 

Sue started working at Bossingham pre-school in 2006. Sue has achieved an NVQ Level 3 in Children’s Care, Learning and Development. Sue also has a Degree in Science and Maths. 

Sue has attended training for ICT in the Early Years, Safeguarding Children, First Aid, and Health and Safety and is our designated person for Child Protection.
Maddie
Megan started her apprenticeship at Bossingham pre-school in 2020.  Megan is training towards her CACHE Level 3 in Early Years Workforce.  Maddie has a passion for helping children to learn and develop through play.
Committee

We are managed by a voluntary committee who are trustees and directors of the pre-school. Every parent who has a child at the pre-school is a stakeholder and has an opportunity to be involved with the pre-school. Our committee, which is largely made up of parents, meets regularly to discuss and plan items such as finances, advertising and fundraising events. The planning and day-to-day matters of the pre-school are the responsibility of the pre-school Manager.

Keyperson
Every child is allocated a keyperson. This member of staff has responsibility for monitoring your child’s progress through observations and photographs and keeps records on Baby’s Days of their achievements in a “Learning Journey”. We will share this record with you and you will be invited to contribute. You are encouraged to access and contribute to your child’s record on Baby’s Days. Any information regarding you and your child is strictly confidential.
Settling In

We understand that each child is unique. We provide our children with three settling sessions prior to starting at our setting. The first consists of a parent or carer staying for an hour with their child, to enable them to get to know our setting and staff. The next two sessions the child stays for a short amount of time, by themselves to give them the chance to get to know us and build bonds before starting. We encourage parents to phone the pre-school at any time if they are concerned. An initial home visit will be offered to discuss how best to settle your child.
The Curriculum – Learning Through Play
At Bossingham pre-school we believe that children learn and develop skills best when they are relaxed and happy. Each child is unique and will have his/her own strengths, interests and needs. The staff nurture each individual child at their own pace and recognise when to support and when to set challenges to further their development.  The children spend a great deal of their time playing and it is through this play and other activities that the staff find opportunities to develop individual knowledge, skills and understanding. Play is an integral part of the curriculum and has a purpose. Every game and aspect of play is an important and valuable learning experience. 
Many of the games and activities planned involve developing early writing skills, sharing books and developing early mathematical and scientific concepts.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework concentrates on 3 prime areas that children should develop first. These are:

· Communication and language;
· Physical development; and
· Personal, social and emotional development.
These prime areas are the most essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning.  As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are:

· Literacy;

· Mathematics;

· Understanding the world; and

· Expressive arts and design.

At Bossingham pre-school we use these seven areas to plan the children’s learning and activities. The curriculum is designed to be very flexible so that staff can follow each child’s unique needs and interests. 
The 2 year progress check
When your child reaches the age of around 30 months, the staff working with your child will carry out a progress check. This is a written summary of how your child is progressing in the 3 prime areas of learning. This check will highlight areas where your child is progressing well and any where they might need extra help or support – and how mums and dads and other family members or carers can work with the key person to help.
The EYFS 7 areas of learning and development and examples of activities our child might do at pre-school:
	Communication & Language

Singing songs, show and tell, listening to visitors, role play, communicating whilst exploring their environment, talking with other children, using signing in certain activities, listening and concentrating, using puppets.
	Physical Development

Climbing, throwing and catching balls and bean bags, hoopla, parachute games, music and movement, ‘Write Dance’ programme, encouraging awareness of safety and ways to stay healthy, developing fine motor skills through cutting and sticking, planting seeds, riding bikes, using construction toys.
	Personal, Social & Emotional Development

Role play, games involving turn-taking, encouraging sharing and friendships, developing confidence through speaking in front of staff and children, displaying children’s work to promote self esteem, developing independence through preparing and serving their own food, using low level toilets, dressing up.


	Literacy

Hearing and responding to stories, songs and poems, sharing books, using stencils, mark making – using pens, paint, chalks etc to draw and write symbols and patterns, following instructions and sequencing events.
	Mathematics

Activities and songs involving counting – e.g. hopscotch, skittles, playing with shapes, number sorting games, exploring volume and measuring through cooking and sand and water play.
	Understanding the World

Projects involving our local community, developing awareness of cultural diversity, using microscopes to look at insects, discussions about how things work, looking at shadows, planting and growing vegetables.
	Expressive Arts & Design

Painting, play dough, junk modeling, puppet theatre, role play, collage, exploring a range of materials, singing action songs, playing musical instruments, imaginative play using ‘small world’ toys.




Working in Partnership with Parents

At Bossingham pre-school we recognise that parents are the first and most important educators of their children. We believe that children benefit most from pre-school education and care when parents and pre-schools work together in partnership. Our staff are always available at drop off and pick up times to discuss children’s progress and share relevant information such as key family events. The staff are always ready and willing to talk with parents about any ideas, views or questions.  Your child’s key person is available to discuss any matter concerning your child’s learning and development.
We communicate with parents regularly via newsletter, Baby’s Days, notes home and the parent notice board located in the foyer.
Committee members are also available at any time via phone/email; their contact details are displayed in the foyer.
We encourage parents and carers to contribute to their child’s learning journey on Baby’s Days.
Equal Opportunities

Bossingham pre-school is committed to providing equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice for all children and families. Children have a right to grow up and learn in an environment free from prejudice and without discrimination. We understand that each child is unique and we support them in their development through adequate and appropriate resources.

Behaviour Management

We encourage the children to be kind and considerate to others. We praise good behaviour and handle any unacceptable behaviour in ways appropriate to their ages and stages of development – for example, distraction, discussion or by withdrawing the child from the situation. We aim to teach children to behave in socially acceptable ways and to understand the needs and rights of others. We aim to develop children’s ability to manage their own behaviour positively.

Special Educational Needs

Bossingham pre-school works to the requirements of the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Code of Practice on the identification and assessment of SEND and aims to provide appropriate learning opportunities for all children. We work with outside agencies that support children and staff.  Staff regularly attend Local Inclusion Form meetings (LIFT) as well as attending area SENDCO meetings.
Amber is SEND co-ordinator, Fleur is an Advanced SENDCO.  Additionally all members of staff are available to speak to about any concerns or needs.

Health and Safety

We conduct daily and termly risk assessments on premise, equipment, activities and resources. We carry out fire drills regularly. Our entrance gate has a security system and our setting is within the grounds of Stelling Minnis School.

Safeguarding/Child Protection

All staff and committee members are DBS (CRB) checked. Staff receive routine training in Safeguarding/Child Protection, and are aware of our policies and procedures.  It is important for parents to inform the pre-school of any accidental injuries that happen outside of pre-school. Our prime responsibility is the welfare and well-being of the children in our care. We have a responsibility and a duty to the children, parents and staff to act quickly and responsibly in any instance that may come to our attention.
If a child has an accident at pre-school, it is recorded on Baby’s Days.  An email is sent to parents and they are asked to sign the accident record on the collection of their child(ren).
We have a number of policies and procedures relating to safeguarding copies of which are available on the Baby’s Days system and by following the link on our website.
Snacks and Meals

If your child stays for lunch, they will need to bring their own packed lunch. The pre-school has snack time in the morning where a selection of fruit, vegetables, breads and seasonal food is available to the children.  Fresh water is available at all times; the children are encouraged to help themselves.  If your child has any allergies to food, we ask that staff are made aware so that they can ensure your child is kept safe.
We operate a healthy eating policy and ask parents to ensure that children’s lunches contain healthy options such as fruit and dairy products. Staff sit with children at lunch time to encourage healthy choices. We discourage sweets and fizzy drinks. We have a “No Nut” policy.
Clothing

We ask that children wear our preschool uniform consisting of a purple polo shirt and logo’ed jumper, which can be purchased from myclothing.com. They will require coats and boots for cold, rainy days and sun hats and sun cream on sunny days. We do many messy activities at pre-school, both inside and out and for this reason we ask that you send your children to pre-school in old clothes. We aim to use our outside spaces every day, whatever the weather.
                                 Session Times and Fees

(from September 2020)
Please note fees may be subject to change.

We are open 50 weeks of the year, Monday to Friday.

	Breakfast club
	8am to 9am
	£5.00



	Morning Session
	9am to 12pm
	£14.25


	Afternoon Session
	12pm to 3pm
	£14.25


	Full Day
	9am to 3pm
	£28.50


	After pre-school club
	3pm to 6pm
	£2.50 per ½ hour or part of.

	Holiday Club 

(2 years – 8 years)
	9am to 3pm
	£30


Funded sessions are available term time only, morning or afternoon sessions. 

Once days are booked on a termly basis, payment is required regardless of attendance.

Regular sessions must be booked in advance and are charged monthly. 
If you no longer require the place for your child, the pre-school require A MINIMUM OF 4 WEEKS NOTICE IN WRITING.
We can, subject to availability, offer ‘one off’ sessions. 
Payment of fees should be made via cheque, internet bank transfer or using the Childcare Voucher Scheme. 
Delivery of Free Early Education

We are a registered provider on Kent County Council’s Free for 2 (FF2) Scheme, offering up to 15 hours free childcare for eligible 2 year olds and 15 hours of Free Early Education for 3 and 4 year olds, during term time.  If we do not have the availability to offer 15 hours, you are welcome to use your remaining hours with another registered provider.  There is no additional charge for attending during your free entitlement hours, however, if your child attends over and above the hours which are claimed, our usual fee structure will apply.

Funded hours are offered on a ‘per session’ basis, each session being 9-12, 12-3.  Two sessions can be booked together to cover 9 -3.  The maximum funded days per academic year is 190, offered over a 38 week period.  Very occasionally this will mean your child’s funded sessions may have been used before the last week of the academic year, if this is the case, you may choose to pay for the additional hours, or not attend.  The funded session will be the first hours your child is booked to attend each week.  In the event that you have sessions owing at the end of the academic year you will be offered an additional session, where spaces are available.
We aspire to hold spaces throughout the year for Funded 2 year olds, but this may not always be possible. 
Please feel free to speak to a member of the pre-school team if you require any further assistance or information regarding your child’s free entitlement.
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